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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
64TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OCTOBER 28-29, 1955 
MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


First General Session 


Members of three state library associations gathered in the Crystal 
Ballroom of the Schroeder Hotel in Milwaukee on October 28 to hear 
President Paul Gratke officially open the 64th annual convention. He 
stated that the meeting brought together the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion in its 64th year, the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association for its 
second conference, and the Wisconsin Chapter of the Special Libraries 
Association on its twenty-fifth anniversary. “One common purpose brings 
us together in 1955—to honor the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 
on its 60th anniversary of service to the people of Wisconsin.” 

Mrs. Jacob Klein, president of the Wisconsin Library Trustees Asso- 
ciation, was introduced, and commented on the fact that the numbers 
present showed that there were many people in the state of Wisconsin 
who support the Wisconsin-wide library idea and are ready and willing 
to accept the idea of the citizens’ responsibility for society. She offered 
best wishes for a successful conference and stated that her Association 
looked forward to future years of working with and for the Wisconsin 
Library Association. 

Donald Woods, president of the Wisconsin Chapter of the Special 
Libraries Association, brought the greetings of his organization. He 
expressed the hope that Special Libraries could join the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association in future annual conventions, and in turn he invited 
librarians and trustees to attend the six meetings which the Wisconsin 
Chapter of SLA schedules through each year. 

In introducing Mrs. Ella Veslak, chairman of the Free Library Com- 
mission, Mr. Gratke said, “This state agency, which the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Association considered its first project sixty years ago, has pro- 
vided leadership and guidance for the librarians in our State through 
the years. Mrs. Ella Veslak, a librarian and a member of this Associa- 
tion, has just been reappointed to the Commission and re-elected chair- 
man by her fellow commissioners.” 

Mrs. Veslak said she felt it was a great privilege to stand before the 
Association as the librarian member of the Wisconsin Free Library 
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Commission. “It is a privilege because I firmly believe in its tradition 
and plans for the future. I come to you rich in the knowledge that it is 
the work of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission to work hand in 
hand with the Wisconsin Library Association, the Wisconsin Library 
Trustees Association, and the newer organization which has come into 
being, to walk down the road with each and every one of you who are 
sincerely working to do a good job.” 

The president stated that the choice of the theme of the convention, 
“The Responsibility of the Citizen for Society,” was particularly appro- 
priate for a library convention because the library movement itself was 
a citizen’s movement. 


Characterized in his introduction as “the person” in Milwaukee to 
whom librarians turn for support and encouragement, the mayor of the 
city, Frank Zeidler, welcomed the group and described with zest and 
sincerity the kind of library service he believed cities should provide 
their citizens. Said Mayor Zeidler, “There is no school system which can 
package the type of education a child will need; it remains for a library 
to provide the necessary new ideas by which he will live.” The mayor 
also came out strongly in favor of educational TV. 

“Sixty years of service to the people of Wisconsin is an enviable 
achievement,” stated Paul Gratke, “and we could look back and remi- 
nisce about the past work of the Free Library Commission, but we are 
here today to look forward to the future and have brought to the con- 
vention the outstanding American spokesman on the responsibility of 
citizenship to give the address honoring the Commission.” He then 
presented Professor Henry Steele Commager, who gave an address which 
will keep ringing in many a librarian’s ears for a good time to come. It 
described the growing climate of censorship which threatens to smother 
our way of life, listed the direct and indirect methods being used to block 
the channels of communication and to hush our intellectual leaders, and 
pinpointed the position and the responsibility of the librarian in the 
struggle for the freedom of inquiry. What was unusual and provocative 
was the practical approach to the problem. He did not spend much time 
discussing the rights of freedom of speech. He was much more concerned 
with the results to a democratic society when original minds are silenced. 
He pointed out that many of the methods used to throttle expression are 
legal, and the persons maligned have no recourse to courts of law. The 
whole problem shakes down to one of education. 

Following the address, the president called the attention of members 
to the exhibit, “Wisconsin Libraries at Work,” on the east wall of the 
ballroom, the work of William Massey of the Publicity Committee, and 
urged members to visit the exhibits of publishers and firms before 2:30 
on Saturday. A five-minute recess before the business meeting was 
allowed. 


A WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


First Business Session 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1955 


The first business meeting was called to order by Paul Gratke at 
11:20. H. Vail Deale, treasurer of the Association, presented the annual 
financial statement. (The report is given later in the Proceedings. ) 


Mrs. Nellie W. Kohli moved and several seconded that we dispense 
with the reading of the minutes. The motion was passed. 


The president then reported on his last two years as president of the 
Wisconsin Library Association in the following words: 


“Because we are this year honoring the Free Library Commission, it 
seems most appropriate that we should look at the progress of libraries 
in our State. There is much in Wisconsin that we can be rightfully proud 
of. As we consider the meager services available in our State sixty years 
ago, yes, even twenty-five years ago, and today consider how many 
libraries have made many strides forward, first in the field of library 
buildings themselves—as we see new public, college, and university 
buildings going up: Appleton, Cudahy, Lake Geneva, University of 
Wisconsin, and Milwaukee, buildings that have taken into considera- 
tion the special nature of library service—we are proud of these achieve- 
ments. As I have examined our book collections in many libraries across 
the State, I have found alert programs of bringing the best books to the 
patron and making them attractive. 


“During the past two years, it has been an inspiration to me to see 
the book collections of such libraries as Sheboygan, Wausau, and La 
Crosse. 


“In the field of librarianship itself, we have good librarianship in this 
State, and through the years that leadership has had much of its training 
from our Library School in the University of Wisconsin, under the direc- 
tion of Rachel Schenk. It is true we have lost many good people to 
other states, but we have also gained many good people from other 
states. We lose a Muriel Fuller and get a Herbert Sewell. We lose a 
Fred Wezeman and get a Forrest Mills. 


“Yes, we can see progress all around us, but, for fear that we become 
too complacent, I would like to point out that in the past two years | 
have visited libraries where there was no visible progress, where there 
was stagnation and decay, where the same books were on the shelf in 
front of the door that had been there twenty years ago, where their 
training and preparation were inadequate. There is much to be done! 
There are many phases of new services demanded of even our topnotch 
librarians for which their education in library school did not prepare 
them. Steps are being taken to take care of this in our library schools 
by close relationships with other professional schools within universities. 
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“Our small public libraries have had serious difficulty in the competi- 
tion for library school graduates. In addition, Wisconsin libraries, like 
libraries throughout the country, have had to meet the competition for 
people’s time which comes from other communication media. This in- 
cludes foremost in our thinking today the television screen. We have in 
our family a very dear friend, an elderly lady who in six weeks will 
celebrate her 95th birthday. One day, while visiting our home, one of 
my teen-age sons was explaining to her the electronic theory employed 
in television, to which she replied, ‘Do tell!’ and I asked her, ‘Grandma, 
don’t you think that television has really changed men?’ To this she 
replied, “Maybe so, maybe so, but I find that a man still has a hanker- 
ing for a good home-cooked apple pie.’ Whether it’s apple pie or some 
of the other standards, such as books, I am sure that television has not 
changed basically many of the structures of our society, and books will 
be the very heart of education for a long time to come. We do, however, 
believe that books and television are going to work together, and for 
that reason we have brought to this conference an institute on television. 
This afternoon, you are going to have the opportunity of participating 
in that institute, and I want to urge you to be there. We have been most 
fortunate in having the co-operation of Milwaukee’s largest television 
station, and they are as anxious as we are that this co-operation should 
be effected. 

“During the past two years, we have seen a threat to our Free Library 
Commission, which we honor here today. You and many librarians and 
citizens out in the State replied to that threat by stating specifically what 
this agency meant to you. During the past months, it has been my good 
opportunity to meet with the Commission and to meet with many of you 
out in the State. I am sure that the people in our State want this agency 
to continue. It is necessary, however, that our Commission make itself 
even better known than it is today to our people in the State. For that 
reason, I would like to see the meetings of the commissioners open to 
the public and the press and the minutes of their deliberations published 
in the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 

“The Wisconsin Library Bulletin, fifty years of publishing! This year, 
the Wisconsin Library Association joined with the Commission in issuing 
this Bulletin. I know the hard work that Orrilla Blackshear and Hannis 
Smith have devoted to it make it a strong and vital publication. In these 
changing times, however, I believe it is wise for us to experiment more 
and more with the format and the content of this publication. In speak- 
ing of the Commission, I must speak of the many reports I have heard 
from the State of their need and use of consultants’ service. I believe 
that has been one of the most vital services of our Free Library Com- 
mission, and I believe we should as an association strongly support the 
expansion of the number of consultants and work for their increased 
salaries. 
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“The special study we asked for of the Legislature has been approved, 
and it is now in the hands of the Legislative Council, in which council 
it has been assigned to the Education Committee. We need this study, 
and I urge your full co-operation with the council and its members as 
they conduct the study. This is the time to speak of the services you 
could perform with adequate funds, of the help you need in order to 
perform those services, and of the buildings and equipment that are 
necessary for doing a good job. Also of the bookmobiles, with which, if 
you had them, you could reach the outskirts of your cities and rural 
areas. Thank you!” 

The president requested the secretary to read the proposed amend- 
ments to the constitution and bylaws, which were read for the first time 
at the 1954 convention. 


Wisconsin Library Association 
Amendments to Constitution and Bylaws 
Presented by Wisconsin Library Association Board 


I. Term of Office 
Article IV, Section 3, of the constitution shall be amended to read 
as follows: 


“The officers of the Association shall be elected annually in accord- 
ance with the procedure prescribed in the bylaws of the Associa- 
tion and shall serve for a term of one year or until the adjournment 
of the annual meeting at which their successors are elected.” Article 
II, Section 1, of the bylaws shall likewise be amended to read as 
follows: 


“A nominating committee of five members shall be elected at each 
annual meeting at the first business session (and continuing to the 
end of the section as now worded ).” 


Il. Executive Board 


Resolved, That Article V, Section 1, of the constitution be amended 
to read as follows: 


Section 1. Membership. The Executive Board of the Association shall 
consist of the president, the retiring president, the vice president, 
the secretary, the treasurer, the American Library Association Coun- 
cilor or Councilors, and three additional members elected to the 
board by the Association. The term of the elected members shall be 
three years, and the terms shall be so staggered that one such mem- 
ber shall be elected each year. 
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III. Vice President is President-Elect 


Resolved, That Article IV, Section 1, of the constitution be amended 
by adding thereto the following sentence: The vice president shall 
be president-elect. 


Mr. Gratke said that copies of the proposed constitutional amend- 
ments were in each member's convention packet and also had been pub- 
lished in the Wisconsin Library Association’s News Letter. He called for 
discussion and said the chair would like to have the amendments voted 
upon as a group. 

Mrs. Arthur Waterman moved that we accept the amendments in their 
entirety as read. Mrs. Matilda Chesel seconded the motion. The mem- 
bership voted unanimously to adopt the amendments. 

The president announced that, because of the urgency in connection 
with the television workshop, the buses would leave the hotel promptly 
at 12:45. He reminded members that there would be a heavy agenda for 
Saturday’s business meeting to be held in the Pere Marquette Room. 
“There will be an election of officers, and ballots will be handed out at 
the door to those persons carrying membership cards.” 

The business session recessed until 9:15 A.M., Saturday. 


Television Workshop 


RADIO CITY 


More than 200 persons shortened their lunch periods in order to 
board the chartered buses or their own cars for Radio City, where the 
TV and Radio Committee and personnel of WTMJ-TV had arranged a 
workshop to help librarians understand how books and television can 
work together. 

Presiding at the workshop was Bruce Kanitz, chairman of the commit- 
tee. He introduced George Comte, station manager of WTMJ and 
WTMJ-TV, official welcomer for the group. In the absence of Richard 
Krug, Bruce Kanitz read his paper, entitled “The Public Library's 
Purpose in TV.” 

Ruth Goren, chief of publications and exhibits at the Milwaukee 
Public Library, discussed the methods to be used in developing a good 
“public library-public services” program by gearing into the needs of 
the community and the station’s wants. Her description of the various 
programs in which the Milwaukee Public Library is engaged gave the 
listeners an over-all view of possible library opportunities for their 
libraries in the TV field. 

A question period followed. Miss Goren was asked whether the Mil- 
waukee Public Library paid for time on TV; the question was answered 
in the negative. In answer to a question on the desirability or need of 
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having sponsors for library shows, Mr. Comte explained the mandatory 
policy of allowing a certain amount of free time to public service 
agencies. 

With the practical economics of TV programing for libraries settled, 
the group next listened to Bruce Kanitz outline the skeleton framework 
of the workshop. He said the afternoon would be spent on these phases 
of TV work—the personalities, the performance, the production, and 
public relations. He offered the following pointers for performance: 
avoid mannerisms, learn to speak distinctly, always act your best self. 


Norma Rathbun, one of the first experimenters with TV on the 
Milwaukee staff, described the methods she has used, particularly in 
the storytelling programs. The problem of having picture cards made for 
the stories was solved, she said, by cutting up books—old ones if they 
had them, but sometimes new ones. These were then projected on a 
screen and picked up by the TV camera, which moved from storyteller 
to the illustrations. Mrs. Louise Raschig demonstrated the method very 
effectively with the story of “Perez and Martina,” by Belpre, a Porto 
Rican folk tale about a sprightly Spanish cockroach of high degree and 
her many suitors. 


A slightly different approach to children’s TV was presented by 
Patricia Ewen of the Charles Allis Children’s Library. She had experi- 
mented with costuming children as the characters in the story and with 
the use of puppets. 


To demonstrate the interview and panel discussion type of program, 
Mr. Kanitz interviewed Miss Rathbun on the American Library Associa- 
tion’s activities in TV and moderated a panel discussion on “What Chil- 
dren Like,” participated in by Miss Rathbun, Mrs. Raschig, and 
Patricia Ewen. 


The climax of the program was the viewing on color TV of a panel 
of WLA members appearing in another part of the building on a live 
program—the Woman’s World Program, featuring Beulah Donahue. Par- 
ticipants were Gerald Caffree of the Municipal Reference Library in 
Milwaukee and members of the Radio and TV Committee of WLA— 
Edward Fromm, Mrs. George Biwer, and Gertrude Thurow. 

The discussion was supposed to demonstrate how library books can 
help people save time, save money, and even make money. Miss Donahue 
acted the part of a person a bit dubious about such practical uses for 
books. Mr. Fromm added a touch of humor to the performance. It was 
an effective performance which proved many of the points touched upon 
during the session. 

Present to offer suggestions on production was Sprague Vonier, super- 
vising director of WTMJ-TV, who reminded the librarians that the real 
show goes on in the living room and in the mind of the viewer. He also 
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discussed the subject of public relations from the standpoint of the 
station. 


Public relations from the library’s side of the coin was covered by 
Ruth Goren. She re-emphasized a point she had made earlier in the 
workshop that librarians should let TV do what it can do best for the 
library—and that is to open the covers of the books to let people see 
what is in them. She advised librarians to tackle only what they could 
do well, not to overreach themselves. “The main thing which librarians 
should bring to their appearances on TV and to their relations with TV 
stations is their professionalism,” said Miss Goren. 


Stanley A. Widney, who produces several children’s radio and TV 
programs in Des Moines, Iowa, was called upon by Bruce Kanitz to 
summarize the workshop. He said that he had been very impressed with 
what the workshop showed was being done on TV by Wisconsin libraries. 
He re-emphasized a point made by many of the speakers—that a TV 
performer should think of the individual families or segments of families 
clustered about a TV in a home, not of crowds of listeners. Such an 
approach dissolves fear in the performer and results in a natural pro- 
duction. He asked Bruce Kanitz to repeat a homey incident Bruce had 
told earlier about his own son, who loves TV but also loves best of all 
to have his father hold him on his lap and read or tell him a story. On 
that note the workshop ended. 


Second General Session 


Presiding at the second general session Friday evening at 8:30 in the 
Crystal Ballroom was Gertrude Thurow, vice president of the Asso- 
ciation. 

The session was devoted to the preview of the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission film, “Man Aware,” and was considered somewhat as a 
continuation of the afternoon’s workshop activities. Martin Cohnstaedt, 
film co-ordinator, discussed the purposes and theories back of the film. 
He said the film had been conceived as a short film to be used by TV 
stations and that it was directed toward the individual who was not 
aware of what a library could offer. Since any TV production must cap- 
ture its audience first, the animated pictograph device had been used 
in the first shots to intrigue and engage the viewer. Walter Meives, the 
photographer, discussed the filming of the picture and advised the 
audience to watch for certain differences in the two versions being 
presented. Bruce Kanitz was the author of the script. 


Mr. Cohnstaedt had explained that he wanted the criticisms of the 
audience on the two versions. Interest was keen, and participation was 
high in that part of the evening. Suggestions for changes in the film 
were to be evaluated and adopted, if feasible. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29 


Early risers attended the County Breakfast at 8:00 A.M., the full 
report of which is included with the reports of the sections. 


Second Business Session 


The second business session was called to order in the Pere Marquette 
Room at 9:15 A.M. by President Paul Gratke. He read two telegrams, 
one from David Clift of ALA, regretting the fact that illness kept him 
from the Wisconsin Library Association meeting, and the other from 
John S. Richards, president of ALA, sending greetings and good wishes 
for a stimulating and productive conference. 

Sybil Schuette, ALA Councilor, was called on for her report. Because 
of lack of time, the whole report was not read, but is repeated here as 
written: 

To the President and Members of the Wisconsin Library Association: 

The most important issue to come before the Midwinter meeting of the 
American Library Association and the annual meeting of ALA in 
Philadelphia in July was the Management Survey of the ALA, made by 
the firm of Cresap, McCormick, and Paget. Mr. States Mead gave an 
audio-visual report on the findings of the firm, explaining the various 
recommendations in the report. This report can be found in its entirety 
in the September issue of the ALA Bulletin. The Council of ALA voted 
unanimously to approve the plan for the thorough reorganization of the 
ALA. Before the vote was taken, each ALA division, through its pres- 
ident or Council representative, endorsed the principles of the plan. 

At the third Council meeting at Philadelphia, President L. Quincy 
Mumford announced the selection of a Steering Committee on the Imple- 
mentation of the Survey Recommendations, as follows: President 
Richards, President-Elect Shaw, Charles Gosnell, Alice Louise LeFevre, 
Alice Brooks McGuire, Keyes D. Metcalf, Lucille M. Morsch, and Helen 
A. Ridgeway. 

Eleven chapters of ALA, having applied for redesignation as chapters 
and having completed all requirements, were redesignated chapters upon 
recommendation of the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws. The 
Wisconsin Library Association was among the eleven which were 
redesignated. During the year, the subject of chapter status in the ALA 
was put to a vote of WLA members of ALA and passed. 

The “School Library Bill of Rights” was presented by the American 
Association of School Libraries, a copy of which can be found in the 
September ALA Bulletin. This was unanimously endorsed by _ the 
Council. 

The Board of Personnel Administration’s “Library’s Pay Plan, a State- 
ment of Principles,” was also endorsed by the Council. The report does 
not include salary figures, but rather provides the individual library with 
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principles and guidance in developing and administering its pay plan. 
This is available at the Headquarters of ALA upon request. It may also 
be found in the October ALA Bulletin. 

Certificates were presented to the 23 foreign librarians who have 
studied and worked in this country since early in the year under a 
project supported by the State Department and directed by the ALA 
International Relations Board. 


This is a brief statement of some of the more important issues from 
the Council meeting of the 1955 ALA. A more detailed account can be 
found in the ALA Bulletin. 

Sysit C. ScHUETTE, Council 
Representative from WLA 


The president reported receiving a letter from Blanche Smith, for- 
merly a consultant on the Wisconsin Free Library Commission staff, and 
now with the Iowa State Traveling Library, sending congratulations on 
the 60th anniversary of the Commission. 

Paul Gratke called on Jennie T. Schrage, formerly on the Commission 
staff. She said she had been very interested in the write-ups in the 
Wisconsin Library Bulletin, but she would like to point out that they 
failed to mention certain persons, such as Miss Hazeltine and Mr. Lester, 
who had been active in the work of the Commission and who surely be- 
longed in the picture. 

Mr. Gratke said he thought we would all concur that Miss Schrage 
also belongs in that picture. 

As is customary, Mr. Gratke called for a report on the work of the 
Free Library Commission. He said he hoped that Elizabeth Burr, acting 
secretary, would include news from Mr. Botsford. 

Miss Burr stated that she had been requested, late in September, to 
serve as acting secretary. Mr. Botsford, she added, is attending classes 
at Rutgers and is finding them most interesting. On the last day of the 
week, he is working with Lowell Martin as a research associate. His 
part-time job has developed into an assignment on the development of 
the institutional library. 

Thinking back on the year which has passed, Miss Burr stated, “It 
has been a year in which we can measure progress so far as library 
development in Wisconsin is concerned, a year in which the continuing 
existence of the Library Commission was questioned as a separate agency 
and a year in which all of us—commissioners, staff, librarians, trustees, 
and citizens interested in public libraries—have looked long and hard 
at the Free Library Commission and its program. It would appear to 
me that we all agree that the State of Wisconsin has a responsibility for 
the establishment and maintenance of adequate library service to all of 
its governmental agencies and branches and to all of its citizens on a 


12 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


basis of equal opportunity for all, and to discharge this responsibility the 
State should create, empower, and support a strong state library agency. 

“One of the ways in which the 60th anniversary of the Free Library 
Commission has been noted is the publication of the anniversary issue 
of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, carrying on its cover the pictures of 
Lutie Stearns, Frank Hutchins, Charles McCarthy, and James Stout.” 

Miss Burr next summarized the budget requests for Commission work. 
For the biennium of 1955-1957, the general appropriation requested for 
the Commission office, the Traveling Library, and the Extension Depart- 
ment totaled $255,744, while the appropriation requested for the Legis- 
lative Reference Library totaled $148,919. The amount granted for the 
Commission office, the Traveling Library, and the Extension Department 
was $209,300, and for the Legislative Library, $148,460. 

The rest of Miss Burr’s report was organized under the principal 
responsibilities of the Commission as designated by law. 

First of these was its obligation to provide advice on the establish- 
ment and administration of libraries. This past year, there have been 
three public library consultants, plus the share that the consultant- 
director of the Traveling Library plays. In August, Jack Frantz, from 
the Omaha Public Library, was added to the staff. During the last year, 
the consultants traveled 21,601 miles in their personal cars and visited 
230 libraries at the request of those institutions. The five consultants 
gave a total of 89 talks at the 207 various meetings and conferences they 
attended. A major project of the Commission’s fiscal year was the adult 
education institute in Milwaukee in August 1954, which Mr. Botsford 
reported on at the 1954 WLA convention. However, the Proceedings of 
the institute were compiled, edited, and published this year. 

The second Commission responsibility was to conduct a Traveling 
Library. During the year, 129,443 books were loaned to libraries, to 
institutions, and to individuals. 6,203 volumes were added to the collec- 
tion, 1,476 were withdrawn, leaving a total of 156,000 books in the 
collection. State Documents were sent to 29 libraries. 8,034 reference 
questions were answered. 

The third responsibility is to provide training for librarians and to 
issue certificates and licenses to qualified librarians. The directed home- 
study course offered by the Extension Division of the University last year 
was revised by the staff. Last week, a meeting was held with the five 
instructors who will teach the course this year at Beloit, Rhinelander, 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin Rapids, and Appleton. The work of the Joint 
Certification Committee will be reported later by one of the WLA 
representatives. 

The final responsibility of the Commission is to establish standards 
and to analyze the annual reports of libraries. The Service Record of 
1954 will be on your desks when you return from this conference. 
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Miss Burr ended her report by assuring those present that the Com- 
mission will constantly keep in mind its chief aim, which is to further 
public library development in Wisconsin. 

James C. Marvin was called on to give the report of the Joint Certifica- 
tion Committee. He said the report is mainly the work of Elizabeth Burr. 


Report of the Joint Certification Committee 


Rachel Schenk acted as chairman of the committee, Elizabeth Burr, 
consultant, as secretary, and the following members of the committee 
continued: Mrs. Ella Veslak, Dorothy Huth, and James Marvin. The 
committee met in October and December 1954, January, May, and 
October 1955. Six discretionary cases were discussed and recommenda- 
tions made; the applications from 69 other applicants were reviewed. 

The following certification law changes and deletions were recom- 
mended by the committee and adopted by the Commission: 

Rewrite 43.165(4) (b) 

Grade 2: Requiring a degree from a college or university approved by 
an accrediting association of more than state-wide standing, and such 
training for librarianship as is prescribed by the Free Library Commis- 
sion and not less than two years of successful experience in a library of 
recognized standing. 


43.165(4) (c) 

Grade 3: Requiring high school graduation and such training for 
librarianship as is prescribed by the Free Library Commission and not 
less than one year’s successful library experience. 

43.165(4)(d) 

Grade 4: Delete entirely. 

43.165(8) 

Delete “not less than 2,000 and” so sentence would read “when such 
public library is located in a city of less than 4,000 population, the board 
of directors or other governing body shall not employ as such librarian 
to fill a vacancy or new position any person who does not hold at least 
a third grade certificate.” 

43.165(9) 

Delete entirely (permit). 

These were introduced by Senator Clark on May 18, 1955, as Senate 
Bill 567. At the hearing on the bill, the secretary of the Certification 
Committee and the secretary of the Commission appeared in favor of 
the bill. Senator Clark questioned the deletion of Grade 4 since the law 
is mandatory. His concern was the difficulty that a community this small 
would have in finding a qualified librarian. It was pointed out that the 
library board would continue to hire the best qualified person available 
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and that the opportunity to secure Grade 3 certification would come from 
the Extension course, DS 300. A second opportunity was given the secre- 
tary of the Certification Committee and Hannis Smith to discuss this 
point with the Education Committee, but, in the rush of the final week 
of the Legislature, the bill died in committee. 

The committee recommended and the Commission adopted the follow- 
ing policy in regard to the granting of Grade 1 Certificates: 

“That there shall be no discretion in granting of Grade 1 Certificates 
except in the unusual cases of applicants who have received recognition 
in their own communities for excellent service in librarianship and in 
addition have received state or national recognition for their outstand- 
ing contributions to public library service.” 

One hundred and sixty-five letters were written and forty-three re- 
quests for applications were answered. Sufficient copies of the applica- 
tion blanks and reference blanks were sent to each instructor of DS 300 
for the students in her class. The “new form” certificates and letters were 
mailed to 236 librarians certified and working in Wisconsin public library 
positions. 

The index file was revised in order that there will be a continuing 
alphabetical index arranged by name of Wisconsin librarians and 
secondly by community according to certification population groupings. 
The certification application blank was revised and is now multilithed. 
Certification possibilities of DS 300 were outlined in a letter for the 
five instructors. 

During the 1954-1955 fiscal year of the Commission, recommendations 
on 58 certifications were made by the committee or its secretary. (Rec- 
ommendations on applicants eligible under the law were made directly 
to the Commission by the secretary of the committee. ) 

During the period, July 1, 1954, to June 30, 1955, the following 
certificates and licenses were issued: 


Grade 1_ Certificates 16 
Licenses 7 

Grade 2. Certificates 10 
Grade 3 Certificates 5 
Grade 4 Certificates 2 
Licenses 4 

Total 44 


Fifty-eight cases were reviewed, two were held as open files until 
public library positions are obtained, 11 were recommended to take the 
Library Training Examination, and one applicant was denied reclas- 
sification. 

Total certificates in effect June 30, 1955: 





Grade 1 411 
Grade 2 169 
Grade 3 392 
Grade 4 433 

Total__. wer : 1,405 
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A check was made of the certification of head librarians and assistants 
in Wisconsin libraries. At the end of June 1955, the tabulation shows: 


Head Librarian 

With Grade 

Certification 

According to Head Librarian 
Law or Higher With Grade 











Population Number of Grade Than Lower Than 

Groupings Librarians Required Law Requires Assistants 
1. 8,000 and up 46 27 9 Gradel 51 
(Includes Shawano City— Grade2 23 
County, Fond du Lac County, Grade3 48 
La Crosse County, Marathon Grade 4 25 
County, Door County*) — 
Requires Grade 1 147 
2. 4,000-8,000 26 Grade 1 11 7 Grade 1 1 
Grade 2 3 Grade 2 3 
— Grade 3 2 
14 Grade 4 7 
Requires Grade 2 13 
3.'2,000—4,000 49 Grade 1 2 Grade 4 8 Grade 3 1 
Grade 2 3 Grade 4 0 
Grade 3 16 — 
— 1 


Requires Grade 3 





4. 2,000 and under 185 Grade 1 2 Provisional Grade 4 3 
Grade 2 1 License F 

Grade 3 16 

Grade 4 29 





Requires Grade 4 


Totals 306** 110 27 164 





*Unit libraries in Door County included under Door County Library. 
**Certification law exempts city of first class—total not counting Milwaukee 
Publie Library, Unit libraries in Door County, and Dodge County Children’s Library. 


In closing the report, Mr. Marvin stated that the committee is operat- 
ing under an antiquated law. “We strongly recommend and urge that 
the Wisconsin Library Association in the coming year undertake a serious 
and exhaustive study of the question of certification in Wisconsin.” 

The president asked Mrs. Kay Biwer for her report as Federal Legisla- 
tive Co-ordinator. The following report was given: 

“Mr. President, as Federal Legislative Co-ordinator for the Wisconsin 
Library Association, I have done the following in an attempt to keep 
the membership of our Association informed relative to the pending 
Library Services Bill. 
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“Two letters have been sent, one listing the members of the House 
Education and Labor Committee, and another one urging people other 
than librarians to write. I also attended four district meetings, and 
discussed and urged people to write, wire, or even phone their legislators. 
In one letter I urged replies be sent to me so we could get area feeling. 
The number of replies received were six, rather a poor percentage. 


“As you know now, the bill rests in the House Rules Committee for 
a rule. The ‘rule’ states the number of hours for debating the bill and 
whether amendments may be attached to the bill from the floor. The next 
step will be the House floor for a vote. The third step will be the Senate 
Labor and Public Welfare Committee for a favorable vote of S. 205, 
which is identical to H.R. 2840. The fourth step will be the Senate floor 
for a vote. 


“We can still do much writing and a lot of talking to our legislators. 
If you have read the material sent you by WLA and the Free Library 
Commission, you should be well versed on this Library Services Bill. 
However, may I say at this time that I took the liberty of writing each 
state Senator and all of the Congressmen, and, to my surprise, I received 
answers which stated that they had had no letters from their own 
librarians or people in their areas. This is something we must all get 
behind and work for. Even if we feel that, as an individual library, we 
will not benefit directly, our whole library service in the State will be 
aided. We can't sit by and let George do it. It is important to gain 
support of our legislators. Be sure to stress that it is not a librarian’s 
bill but that it is being supported by national, state, and local organiza- 
tions and also by lay people. Let’s all go to work on it.” 

Next order of business was the election of officers. The president 
called on Edith Dudgeon, who presented the following slate of officers 
chosen by a committee composed of Ione Nelson, chairman; Edith 
Dudgeon; Dorothy Huth; Rose Johnson; and Edel Seebach; president, 
Gertrude Thurow, La Crosse Public Library; vice president and pres- 
ident-elect, Helen Terry, Milwaukee Public Library; secretary, Ruby 
Roeder, Williams Free Library, Beaver Dam; treasurer, H. Vail Deale, 
Beloit College Libraries; director for one year, 1955-1956, Frances Clark, 
Beloit Public Library; director for two years, 1955-1957, Irene Metke, 
Dwight Foster Public Library, Fort Atkinson; director for three years, 
1955-1958, Edward Fromm, Marathon County Library; ALA Councilor, 
1955-1960, Benton Wilcox, Wisconsin State Historical Society. 

Ballots listing the nominees had been given to all persons showing 
membership cards. Paul Gratke called for nominations from the floor. 
There were no additional nominations. Hannis Smith moved that the 
nominations be closed and that the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for 
the nominees. Dorothea Krause seconded the motion. The motion was 
carried. 
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The president stated that it was now necessary to elect a Nominating 
Committee for the next year. The bylaws read that there shall be no less 
than seven nor more than ten nominated. Each member shall vote for 
five of the nominees, and the top five shall constitute the committee. The 
one with the largest number of votes will be considered chairman, 
explained Mr. Gratke. Mr. Marvin was asked to write the names on the 
board. 


Mr. Baltes nominated Phyllis Bentley of Stout Institute, Mr. Wilcox 
nominated Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear, Rachel Schenk nominated Edith 
Rechcygl, Mrs. Metke nominated Elizabeth Faber, Dorothea Krause 
nominated Mrs. Edna Holland, Mr. Brundly nominated Margaret Orr, 
and Mr. Tannenbaum nominated Mr. Patch. Hannis Smith moved that 
the nominations be closed. 


Mr. Gratke announced that a technicality had been raised. The people 
nominated must be members of the Wisconsin Library Association. Mr. 
Patch is not on the membership list. We do not have the names of persons 
who paid dues at the convention. The president thought it would be 
best to stick to Miss Perham’s list and asked Mr. Smith to withdraw 
his motion. Another nominee was called for. 


Mr. Smith withdrew his motion, and Sybil Schuette nominated James 
Marvin. Hannis Smith then moved that the nominations be closed. The 
motion was seconded and passed. 


Members were asked to use the reverse of their nomination ballots to 
vote on five members for next year’s Nominating Committee. 


The secretary was asked to read the resolutions of the Executive 
Board: 


Resolved, That the provisions previously adopted by this Association 
establishing trustees awards be hereby amended to provide that hence- 
forth only one such award shall be conferred in any one year, and that 
the recipient of this award be designated Wisconsin Library Trustee of 
the Year. 


Resolved, That the Wisconsin Library Association hereby establish an 
award of merit to be conferred annually and to be designated the 
Wisconsin Librarian of the Year Award. This award shall be bestowed 
upon a librarian of the State in recognition of outstanding leadership 
and accomplishment in library service for his community and the State. 
The Committee on Awards and Honors shall prepare, with the approval 
of the Executive Board, standards and procedures for the making of this 
award and shall be responsible for designating the recipient and con- 
ferring the plaque given in recognition of its bestowal. No more than 
one such award shall be conferred in any one year and if, in the judg- 
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ment of the committee, in any given year, no librarian qualifies for such 
recognition, it shall not be made in such year. 


Resolved, That the provisions previously adopted by the Wisconsin 
Library Association establishing the Clarence B. Lester Memorial Award 
be hereby amended as to the nature of the award and that henceforth 
the award shall consist of a citation of accomplishment and a suitable 
plaque denoting such award of merit. 


Resolved, That the Executive Board of this Association be hereby author- 
ized to design, prepare, and adopt an official symbol or seal for the 
Wisconsin Library Association. 


Harry Dewey moved that the resolutions be adopted as a group of 
four. Lucile May seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously. 


Hannis Smith of the Resolutions Committee was called upon to present 
other resolutions. He explained that he would offer one resolution sep- 
arate from the others. He then read the following memorial resolution: 


The Wisconsin Library Association regrets to record the death, on 
June 27 of this year, of Gertrude Plappert, treasurer of the Association 
and reference librarian at the Mead Public Library in Sheboygan. 


In spite of ill health, which extended throughout her term of office, 
she continued to carry out her duties cheerfully and promptly. Her 
courage and her conscientiousness have not gone unnoted. Her qualities 
of gentleness and devotion will be remembered by those who knew her. 


Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, That this convention place on record 
its appreciation of her services to the Association, and that it extend 
its sincere sympathy to her sister, Emma Plappert, and to members of 
the Mead Public Library. 


Be It Further Resolved, That the Wisconsin Library Association, to 
memorialize her name, contribute the sum of $50 to the Gertrude 
Plappert Memorial Fund at the Mead Public Library in Sheboygan. 


Mr. Smith moved the adoption of the resolution. Dorothea Krause 
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously. 


Mr. Gratke said the Association would send to the Mead Public 
Library at Sheboygan a check for $50 to be used for the Gertrude 
Plappert Memorial Fund. Marie Barkman, librarian at Sheboygan, 
thanked the Association on behalf of the Mead Public Library. She 
said the money would be used for the Christmas party given each year 
in the library and for Christmas materials, books, films, and filmstrips. 
A plaque in memory of Gertrude has been placed in the reference room. 


Mr. Hannis Smith read the remaining resolutions, which were adopted 
unanimously: 
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Resolved, That the secretary of the Association be instructed to convey 
the appreciation of the Association to the members of the various com- 
mittees and individual members responsible for the programs and 
arrangements for their work toward the success of this convention. 
Resolved, That this Association express its appreciation for the co-opera- 
tion of the press, radio, and TV stations for their coverage of this 
convention. 

Resolved, That we express our appreciation to Radio City (Stations 
WTMJ and WTMJ-TV), Bruce Kanitz and Beulah Donahue, for their 
co-operation and provision of facilities for the TV workshop, which was 
one of the many high lights of this convention. 


Resolved, That we express our appreciation to the convention exhibitors 
for the support of their presence and for their contribution, financially 
and otherwise, to the success of our meeting. 


Resolved, That we extend our sincere good wishes to those colleagues in 
Wisconsin libraries, who, since our last meeting, have retired from active 
library service: 
Ruth Miner, Catalog Librarian, University of Wisconsin 
Mrs. Ethel Santella, Assistant, Eau Claire Public Library 
Mrs. Alta Cooper, Librarian, Bloomington Public Library 
Mrs. Nelia Hayes, Librarian, Spring Green Public Library 
Mrs. Effie Coleman, Librarian, Fairchild Public Library 
Mabel Maxson, Milton College Library 
Resolved, That we express our profound sorrow and regret at the loss of 
those colleagues whom death has taken from us since our last meeting: 
Mrs. Ina Luck, formerly at Waupun Public Library and Waupun 
High School Library 
Helen Skemp, Librarian, Platteville State College, and a trustee of 
the Platteville Public Library 
Cecile Fennelly, retired librarian of the Vaughn Public Library, 
Ashland 
Dorothy Johnson, Librarian, Plainfield Public Library 
Lydia Sylvester, Wauwatosa Public Library 
And others whose names were not brought to the attention of the 
committee 


Be It Further Resolved, That this Association express its gratitude to 
Dr. Henry Steele Commager, John Mason Brown, Salom Rizk, Stanley 
A. Widney, Paul Bixler, and to all panelists and speakers who have made 
and are making such excellent contributions to the convention program. 
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President Gratke asked Harry Dewey, Elizabeth Anderson, and 
Florence Hays to serve as tellers for the election of the Nominating 
Committee. (Results of the balloting are given at the end of the Pro- 
ceedings. ) 

Various people were introduced to those present: Jack Frantz, new 
member of the Free Library Commission staff; Herbert M. Sewell, new 
faculty member of the Wisconsin Library School; William Massey, who 
arranged the exhibit, “Wisconsin Libraries at Work”; and Fred Weze- 
man, formerly from Racine and now on the faculty of the Minnesota 
Division of Library Instruction. 


Mr. Gratke announced the recess of the business session until the 
banquet Saturday evening. 


Third General Session 


The third general session was the Wisconsin Library Trustees Asso- 
ciation’s luncheon, at which Salomon Rizk spoke on the subject, 
“America is More Than a Country.” (A summary of this session will be 
found in the section of the Bulletin devoted to the Wisconsin Library 
Trustees Association. ) 


County Librarians’ Section 


Forty-two librarians and friends attended the county librarians’ break- 
fast on October 29, 1955, at the Schroeder Hotel in Milwaukee: 


The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Mrs. Kay Biwer. 
A summary of the minutes of the spring meeting and the treasurer's 
report were read and accepted. 


Marion Sharp, chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented the 
following slate of officers: Mrs. Edna Schaller of La Crosse as chairman, 
and Mrs. Lillian Parmenter of Sparta, as secretary-treasurer. A unan- 
imous ballot was cast for this slate of officers. 


Marion Sharp extended an invitation to hold the spring meeting at 
Green Bay. 


Mrs. Biwer introduced the newest member of the Free Library Com- 
mission’s consultant staff, John C. Frantz. 


The chairman then addressed the group informally concerning the 
newest developments on the Library Services Bill, now in the House 
Rules Committee. Mrs. Grace Schumpert, president of the Wisconsin 
Congress of Parent-Teacher Associations, was introduced. After com- 
menting that the P.T.A. is always active in promoting good library 
service, Mrs. Schumpert described what her organization is doing to 
support the Library Services Bill. Elizabeth Burr and Hannis Smith, of 
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the consultant staff, told about the future planning necessary in the State 
if the bill is passed. Paul Gratke emphasized the work that various 
national, state, and local organizations have done to support the bill. 
He also said that, before Congress reconvenes in January, we should 
write to our Senators and Representatives to ask their increased support 


for the bill. 


Annual dues of fifty cents per member were collected from twenty- 
three members. The meeting was adjourned. 


Marion F. Conrey, Secretary 


Catalog Section 


The Catalog Section of the Wisconsin Library Association met in the 
South Room of the Hotel Schroeder in Milwaukee, at 10:30 A.M., on 
Saturday, October 29, 1955, Marian Blair, chairman, presiding. Eighty- 
three people registered, fifty-eight of whom were members. 


A brief business meeting preceded the program. The minutes of the 
previous meeting and the treasurer's financial statement were read. A 
letter from Henrietta Howell, chairman of the Council of Regional 
Groups of the ALA Division of Cataloging and Classification, was read 
by the chairman, and the secretary read an announcement about nomina- 
tions for the 1956 Margaret Mann Citation from Mary D. Herrick, 
chairman of the Committee on Awards of the Margaret Mann Citation. 
In accord with a suggestion from Miss Howell that it would be fitting 
to give recognition to retiring catalogers at the regional group meetings, 
Irene Doyle read the following tribute: 

“Miss Ruth Miner will retire from her position as cataloger (State 
Civil Service Librarian II, Memorial Library, University of Wisconsin ) 
effective November first. 

“She was graduated from the Wisconsin Library School in one of the 
early classes. She worked briefly in the Madison Public Library and then 
came to the University where she has been cataloging these many years. 


“I wonder if she has ever been absent because of illness—certainly 
only a day every five or ten years. 

“She maintained a regular schedule—7:30 to 3:30, with a half-hour 
off for lunch, and some hours an Saturday. She adhered to it so rigidly 
that once, when she left at 2:30 instead of 3:30, the staff who usually 
left at 4:00 had their typewriters closed and their purses out at 3:00, 
so accustomed were they to her departure meaning that it was ‘three- 
thirty.’ 

“The University of Wisconsin Catalog Department entertained at a 
tea honoring her, and the guests were her many friends in the University 
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and Historical Society libraries. Without a doubt, Ruth Miner was the 
prettiest, peppiest, most gracious lady there.” 


On behalf of the Nominating Committee composed of Lucille D'Amore, 
Ida Gangstad, and Emily K. Brown, Mrs. Brown, the chairman, pre- 
sented the following slate of officers, who were elected: May Tasovnik, 
head cataloger, Milwaukee Public Library, chairman; Mrs. Goldye Mohr, 
Catalog Department, University of Wisconsin Memorial Library, vice 
chairman and chairman-elect; Nolan Neds, Catalog Department, Mil- 
waukee Public Library, secretary—treasurer. 


The program consisted of two parts. The first, with the subject, “How 
Much Cataloging Is Adequate for My Library?” had seven participants, 
each of whom was either a cataloger or a librarian who does her own 
cataloging, except for a teacher of cataloging, and each of whom repre- 
sented a different kind and size of library. Those participating were 
Mrs. Josephine Schneider, Wisconsin State College, Eau Claire; Mrs. 
Loella L. -Baehr, Milwaukee-Downer College, Milwaukee; Mary C. 
Shemorry, Shorewood High School; Mrs. Irene Metke, Dwight Foster 
Library, Fort Atkinson; Marion Zentner, Oshkosh Public Library; Mrs. 
Renee Becker, Law Library, University of Wisconsin; Ida Gangstad, 
University of Wisconsin Extension. In the second part, after a short 
intermission, Emily K. Brown presented a paper summarizing the 
opinions of some Wisconsin catalogers on the subject of the direction 
which a revision of the catalog code should follow, as indicated in 
their replies to a questionnaire asking for opinions on the propositions 
prepared by the Steering Committee of the Catalog Code Revision 
Committee. 


The meeting was adjourned at 12:30. 


E. Bernice Gipson, Secretary 


Reference Section 


The meeting of the Reference Section of the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation was called to order by the chairman, Marvin Melick of La Crosse, 
at 10:45 A.M., on October 29, 1955, in Parlor A of the Schroeder Hotel. 


Donald MeNeil, assistant director of the State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, was introduced, and he spoke on “The Reference Depart- 
ment’s Responsibility for Local History.” The library is the cultural 
center of any town, he stated, and, as such, together with the local 
historical society, strives to stimulate interest in local history, to develop 
an intelligent citizenry, and to provide tools to help these citizens solve 
the problems of modern life. Better perspective, insight, and understand- 
ing of today’s problems come from a knowledge of yesterday’s history, 
the speaker stated. 
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In answer to the question, “What can a library do to promote local 
history?” Mr. McNeil made three suggestions. Co-operation with the 
schools, working with and through the junior and senior high school 
programs sponsored by the Historical Society and now currently enroll- 
ing over 20,000 students is a most effective means. The library can be 
the moving force in the organization of study groups in local history, 
just as it can co-operate with the local historical society in the collection 
of local history materials. 


The speaker pointed out that every public library cannot collect local 
history materials to any great extent, but that certainly all but the very 
smallest will want to own copies of all the published works of the 
locality. Medium-to large-sized libraries will also collect selected state 
histories. First in this category are the collections of the State Historical 
Society, supplemented by a small group of general histories. 


The newspapers of an area are the most important single reference 
tool for local historians. The speaker encouraged the libraries to collect 
either the papers themselves or microfilm prints. While the Historical 
Society has nearly complete runs of most state papers, there are gaps 
in the holdings which may in time be filled through the discovery in 
some community of these missing issues. 


A museum room in the public library was discouraged by the speaker. 

Manuscripts represent another type of source material which may 
come to the attention of the local library and which are of great value 
to the local historian. Because these materials are difficult to service, 
libraries in the past have shunned collecting them. Now, however, by 
placing them in the regional depositories, Wisconsin libraries have an 
ideal system for keeping these records in the region of origin. A union 
catalog of these holdings makes the resources of the various depositories 
known to all students of history, and interlibrary loans make the mate- 
rials available to all. 

Mr. McNeil closed by inviting all librarians to write to the Historical 
Society for advice and counsel when in doubt as to the proper handling 
of collections of local history coming to their attention. 


During the question period which followed, some of the specific 
services of the Historical Society to libraries throughout the State were 
stressed. 

An informal business meeting followed the program. The minutes of 
the 1954 meeting were read and corrected. The chairman stated that, 
inasmuch as a nominating committee had not been appointed, he had 
served to an extent in that capacity. Mrs. Marjorie Rogers of Oshkosh 
had consented to be a candidate for secretary-treasurer. In response 
to a call for nominations from the floor for chairman, the name of Peter 
McCormick, Milwaukee Public Library, was offered. 
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A motion was made by Marjorie Perham, which was seconded and 
carried, that the nominations be closed and that the secretary be 
instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for the slate. 


A brief discussion followed concerning the need of the Reference 
Section for a formal organization. The new chairman was instructed to 
appoint a committee to prepare such a report for the section next year. 


The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 A.M. 


MarGaARET GLeEason, Secretary 


Section of Workers With Children and Young People 


Stanley Widney, author of two children’s books, Terry Parks (1954) 
and Elevator to the Moon (1955), was the speaker at the meeting of the 
Children’s Section of WLA on Saturday, October 29, at 2:30 P.M., in the 
South Room of the Schroeder Hotel. Mr. Widney is “Uncle Stan” to his 
radio and television audience around Des Moines, Iowa, where he has 
had a regular children’s program on radio for many years and has also 
conducted a TV program for children. 


In his talk, “Watch, Listen, and Read,” Mr. Widney drew on his 
own experience in planning programs for young people. He began, he 
said, by rereading the classics—Tom Sawyer, Alice in Wonderland, etc. 
—to understand what living qualities they possess which appeal to chil- 
dren year after year. In each of these, the important thing seemed to be 
the author’s sincere wish to share a wonderful story with the child in 
such a way that the child would feel he had almost lived the story 
himself. This thought—to make the child feel he is actually taking part 
—is the basic one in the presentation of Mr. Widney’s programs. 


The “Book Band Wagon,” a new TV program which Mr. Widney has 
helped to prepare in Sioux City, lowa, was originated to promote chil- 
dren’s extracurricular reading. It consists of a group of seven boys and 
girls who discuss books with a moderator. Children from third grade 
through the junior high schools are eligible to appear after they have 
read and reported on ten books from a prepared list, with a different 
grade chosen to appear each week. The program is not rehearsed, and 
there are no prizes. In addition to radio, TV, and newspaper publicity, 
displays in department store windows help to publicize the program with 
posters reading, “Tune your child to reading enjoyment,” etc. 

“Uncle Stan’s Scrapbook,” another of his television programs, is a 
picture book story hour for younger children. In reading to children on 
TV, he emphasized the importance of talking to the individual child. 

Hilda Voss, chairman of the Children’s Section, opened the brief busi- 
ness meeting which followed Mr. Widney’s talk. 


The treasurer’s report was read and accepted. 
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Mrs. Voss announced the spring meeting of the Children’s Section to 
be held in Kenosha in April, and also expressed appreciation for the 
invitation from Eau Claire for the 1957 spring meeting. 


The following members were appointed to the Nominating Committee: 
Lila Burnett, Beaver Dam, chairman; Astrid Kunde, Lake Geneva; and 
Dorothy Arnold, Milwaukee. 


Mrs. Alice Schowalter, Racine, moved that a resolution honoring the 
memory of Mrs. Ina Luck be drawn up and presented at the spring 
meeting. The motion was seconded and carried. 


A motion was then made that Elizabeth Burr be appointed chairman 
of the committee to draw up the resolution. It was seconded and carried. 


Norma Rathbun again urged membership in the Children’s Section 
of the American Library Association. There are only fifty-three members 
from Wisconsin in this section. 


Mary Meinberg, Beloit, reported on a well attended meeting at Osh- 
kosh, held to recruit future librarians. 


Mary Malnar, Oshkosh, reminded those members who may not have 
contributed as yet to the Frederick Melcher fund to send their con- 
tributions as soon as possible. 


The meeting was then adjourned. 
Janet Eccum, Secretary—Treasurer 


College and University Section 


This section met on October 29 with the Wisconsin Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association to hear an address on “The Librarian’s 
Responsibility for Good Citizenship,” given by Paul Bixler, librarian of 
Antioch College. 


Mr. Bixler pointed out that one aspect of civil liberty was freedom 
from censorship. In expanding on the subject of civil liberty, he reminded 
the group that the librarian must be nonpartisan. In the market place of 
human ideas, the librarian must act as an honest broker. In book selec- 
tion, he cannot promote personal opinion. He urged the librarians to 
hold freedom of book selection as a paramount trust. On the other hand, 
the librarian should not be afraid of attack, nor should he abdicate in 
favor of public opinion. He must make available all points of view. 


After the address, the section adjourned to another room for the 
business meeting. The Nominating Committee recommended that the 
following be elected officers for the coming year: H. Vail Deale, Beloit 
College, chairman; Earl Tannenbaum, Whitewater, vice chairman; Paul 
Dietz, Concordia College, secretary-treasurer. This recommendation 
was adopted. 
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A set of bylaws for the section was adopted. The group accepted the 
invitation of Phyllis Bentley of Stout Institute, Menomonie, Wisconsin, 
to meet there on April 7, 1956, for a spring workshop. The topic will be 
selected later. Twenty-six people were present. 


Pau Dietz, Secretary 


District Officers’ Meeting 


The meeting of the district officers was held at the Schroeder Hotel 
at 3:30 on October 29. Gertrude Thurow presided. In addition to the 
district chairmen, Helen Terry, the incoming vice president, and Ione 
Nelson, consultant to this committee, were present. Plans for the spring 
meetings were the order of business. Suggestions again included the 
possibility of scheduling meetings consecutively so that districts might 
share a speaker. Ideas for workshops for these meetings as presented 
included, among others, mental health, book selection, family life, and 
work with older people. The group was reminded that $35 is allotted 
each district to help defray the conference expenses. 


The film, “Opportunity Unlimited,” was described to the group since 
it did not arrive in time for the preview. If satisfactory, it will be 
presented at the January 10-meeting of the group at Milwaukee. Any 
further suggestions are welcome and should be sent to Miss Terry. 


Fourth General Session 


BANQUET 


279 people were present in the Crystal Ballroom for the final event 
of the convention—the banquet. 


After introducing members at the head table, Paul Gratke reported 
that this year was a year of anniversaries, that, in addition to those 
already called to the attention of members, Jennie Schrage was cele- 
brating her birthday. Edel Seebach led the group in the traditional 
birthday song. 


The president called on Marjorie Perham, who, in the absence of 
Leila Janes, chairman of the Committee on Awards and Honors, read 
the following report: 


“For the trustee award, the committee recommends Mrs. Hiram Smith, 
member of the Lake Geneva Public Library Board, who has worked 
untiringly to secure a new library building, who has consistently held 
to the ideal of keeping the library before the public in its finest form, 
as well equipped as possible. Her belief that an informed society is a 
happy and healthy society has kept her ever ready to promote the 
resources of the library’s wonderful fund of knowledge.” 
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The award was then presented to Mrs. Smith by the president. She 
thanked the group and reminded them that without the help of Mr. 
Smith she would not have been able to make her contribution. Mrs. 
Smith also said that she was not the only person who deserved the 
award, and she called on other trustees of the Lake Geneva library, the 
librarian, and the assistants to stand. 

Miss Perham then read the recommendation of the committee for the 
Lester award: 

“For the Clarence B. Lester Memorial Award, the committee rec- 
ommends the Cudahy Public Library for achievements in library service 
to the community. The accomplishment of directing the completion of a 
modern library goes especially to Mr. G. Mett, president of the Cudahy 
Public Library Board, and also to Marion E. Langdell, librarian, whose 
consistent ideal for the profession in working out the plans of the new 
library has proved invaluable to Cudahy and Wisconsin library 
progress.” 

Mr. Gratke presented the award, and Mr. Mett and Miss Langdell 
responded. 

The audience next heard a lecture by the speaker of the evening, 
John Mason Brown, one of America’s foremost critics. 

His talk, entitled “Seeing Things,” dealt with the responsibilities of 
the writer, with some comment on the role of the librarian in the world 
today. He proposed four attributes of great writing: It should tell how 
man must find some way of living with himself; with his neighbor— 
“jt’s as ancient as Cain and Abel and as recent as James Roosevelt”; with 
the world beyond; and “greatest of all, living with his God, regardless 
of the name by which he might happen to know the forces that control 
his being.” 

Known for his wit and the vast fund of learning which he carries 
lightly, Mr. Brown’s illustrations ranged over a large field of literature 
and politics, from the ideals of Greece to dogs and underdogs in 
present-day America; his quotations, from Herodotus to de Toqueville 
and Lord Bryce. He quoted Wordsworth and Henry James to reassure us 
that the fear of reading becoming a lost art is no new thing. 

Mr. Brown did complain of the fear of education in this country, 
which reaches the height of absurdity when a politician, normally speak- 
ing the purest English, inserts three “aint’s” in a speech so that the voters 
will not be scared away. In language and in books, he urged us on to 
the highest, the distinguished, the things of lasting value. He contrasted 
the commonplace language closing Uncle Tom’s Cabin with the noble 
expressions at the end of “Hamlet.” His final plea was for the “uncommon 
man,” adding, “I am all for the common man, but I am with equal 
passion for the uncommon man. The hope of democracy is that out of 
universal education will come the uncommon mind that will supply 
leadership.” 
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Financial Statement 


Balance on hand in Checking Account 


on ak Gore 0, TE ccc ck ke eka we cveseens $1,347.80 
Receipts 
I TE 6 ocx eis cnwwneersieiacaens $1,837.00 
ON ocr euhenss wuneee en ewnatodh 1,059.00 
Adult Education Institute sale of Proceedings ... 103.50 
1954 convention 
Registration and meals .............00.0005: 2,047.50 
Ts kneen ki ee rsa 5,047.00 
THOLAL MNOCOMNE! <6 62 Gs aes ceinadeleewe wna ees $6,394.80 
Disbursements 
WLA Executive Board ......................--8 101.60 
I NO oo on 6ii es 89554 0s sa oD 240.44 
I Ge so isekiseiesi aver eee 29.80 
pg OT Ee eee ee 26.04 
MN WE had sense teweseidandexceen 231.96 
eee ee 189.15 
ee ie conan duster seeNvibiee ree 240.00 
WEAMNG WS EGU? <6 ciscrecsnde/ aciiwanciece ve war 102.61 
6 55S cei eo hes ereves 165.00 
1954 CORVENEONE oc. ce eens coca leeeccsow snes 2,936.18 
Ee IED oo wks v'e dks he ohasa eines 35.60 
TE CI 6 oa 6 hn Ro os eek 25.00 
Committees 
College and University Section .............. 10.50 
District Planning Committee ................ 10.00 
Honors and Awards Committee ............. 53.64 
Membership Committee .................... 12.00 
Radio and TV Commiitite .....26.c0cccteen 29.33 
Adult Education Institute loan (to Wisconsin Free 
Fe | ere 300.00 
ee eee er ree Tr 303.94 
CC eee 5,042.79 
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Balance on hand in Checking Account as of 


I TE NN ins eu ee ReKNes ee cawesas $1,352.01 
Balance on hand in Savings Account as of October 

RE avandia kato exe eee ces 2,356.15 

5 matured U.S. Government bonds cashed .... 500.00 

ROMESTIROGINNE oid Sade iv kes es eee 20.27 


Balance on hand in Savings Account as of 


NE I Ne ho Faris ecsaseuen tenses $2,876.42 


* Includes $193 exhibitors’ fees from 1954 convention. 


Statistical Report of Secretary 


Registrations 
ee IS oe oss 0's sexs han yhe teenie 
Pe ND ics 0 4c x ckvedcande ba etaeeeeen 64 
Pee 127 
Total paid registrations .................+++.+++-.--004 9304 
2-day student registrations (complimentary) .............. 6 
Friday student registrations (complimentary) ............. 4 
Exhibitor registrations (complimentary) .................. 36 
46 46 
Attendance at meals, including guests 440 
CT COT TT Rr Ty 45 
I IN «aie nxnkccrakinwndaiannd reeteiakuess 206 
NE part eer ke sar sen Parr ieee 278 
Miscellaneous events 
eee Ne Gi I OY uk co kk cen iccesennwwrads aceon 174 
Guest tickets for general sessions ...............00.000000+ 45 


Adult Education Committee 


The WLA Adult Education Committee wishes to report the following 
activities. The committee has participated actively in the promotion of 
film use in Wisconsin public libraries and in the development of library 
discussion groups. The chairman, Gertrude Thurow, and one member, 
Hannis Smith, participated in the following conferences: the national 
American Heritage Conference at Allerton Park in May and _ the 
Philadelphia Preconference Institute on Film Circuits in June. Mr. Smith 
participated as a representative of WLA at the Controversial Issues 
Institute sponsored by the University of Wisconsin Extension Division 
in April. Miss Thurow and Mr. Smith conducted five discussion group 
training conferences over the State during August. 
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The committee also wishes to include a report from Helen Terry, 
co-ordinator and chairman of the Planning Committee in the Milwaukee 
area of the Great Books program. 

“Milwaukee, with the largest Great Books program in the State, is 
still called upon from time to time to give information even though the 
University Extension Division has taken over the sponsoring and advis- 
ing of groups outside the area. Along this line, we write to people from 
small towns who are interested in joining a group, telling them what the 
nearest meeting place is and also giving what information we have to 
people interested in forming a group. For this second type of request, 
we answer in part, and refer to Robert Schacht of Madison for fuller 
information on the state picture. 

“Last spring, we corresponded with the Great Books Foundation on a 
suitable place to hold an intensive training course. Because of the small 
number of registrants, this course at Green Lake was not held. 

“During the year 1954-1955, there were 22 groups in the Milwaukee 
area—seven first-year and fifteen advanced. Half of these were outside 
the city limits and two of them, Cedarburg and Elm Grove, outside 
Milwaukee County. The total who started in the advanced groups was 
291 and the first year, 190. In administering the program in this area, I 
have a double title—co-ordinator and chairman of the Planning Com- 
mittee. As such, I am involved in (1) recruiting leaders, (2) providing 
substitutes, (3) helping with the spring training course, (4) setting up 
schedules, (5) visiting groups, (6) doing promotion work, (7) giving 
out information, (8) arranging meeting places, (9) getting out the 
Great Books Messenger five times a year, (10) planning special gather- 
ings, such as clinics and parties, (11) maintaining files of records, and 
so forth. 

The Association was represented during the past year at the meetings 
of the Joint Committee on Education by Josephine Machus, Oconomo- 
woc. Because President Gratke was unable to attend the September 21- 
meeting of that committee, Orrilla Blackshear combined in her report of 
the Commission’s program a brief report of what the Association was 
planning for the coming year. 

GERTRUDE THuROW, Chairman 
Hannis S. SMITH 

HELEN TERRY 

Nataig T. HuHN 


Membership Committee 


Your Membership Committee has worked hard on any and all leads of 
possibilities to increase our membership. All members in arrears were 
written personal letters reminding them of the state of affairs and ex- 
plaining that their dues are payable from January to January. All people 
who attended WLA in Madison last year and who were not members of 
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WLA were written to and invited to join. Various individuals whose 
names were given me were written to personally and invited to join 
WLA. A table manned by the Membership Committee was set up at the 
Milwaukee conference, and dues in advance for 1956 as well as dues in 
arrears for 1955 were collected. It was thought a good idea to try to 
get new members and collect dues in advance from them. The committee 
also recommended, at Mr. Deale’s suggestion, the publishing of a mem- 
bership booklet for the new year, a possibility to be explored. The mem- 
bership now numbers approximately 425. 

Kay Brwer, Chairman 

EsTHER FRIEDMAN 

JuanirA WALKER 


Public Relations Committee 


Early in 1955, William Massey mailed out letters to forty prospects for 
exhibit space at the 1955 convention. He received thirty-one replies and 
had twenty-nine applicants. Space was sold to twenty-seven exhibitors, 
two canceled. Total funds received from exhibitors’ fees was $984. 

This committee joined with forty co-operating agencies in the Health- 
land exhibit at the Wisconsin State Fair in August, using the theme, 
“Your Public Library—Partner in Health Education.” 

Arthur Rahn handled liaison problems between the exhibitors and the 
Association. He has filed a separate report with President Gratke. The 
feature display of “Wisconsin Libraries at Work” was designed by 
William Massey, who solicited the aid of all state librarians to furnish 
material. He was grateful for the response, and had excellent material 
loaned for the display. The display called the attention of viewers to 
three anniversaries: the 60th anniversary of the Free Library Commis- 
sion, the 64th meeting of the Wisconsin Library Association, and the 
50th anniversary of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 

About ten days before the convention, over two hundred news releases 
were mailed to Wisconsin newspapers to communities which have public 
libraries. 

A press room was maintained at the convention. The regular com- 
mittee was assisted by a special convention committee consisting of 
Ruth Goren, Esther Regli, and Margaret Paulus. The convention bulletin 
board contained news releases, press notices, and other information. 

Complete coverage of the entire convention was given by the Milwau- 
kee Journal and the Milwaukee Sentinel. Some speakers and guests 
appeared on Milwaukee radio and TV stations. Because these were 
arranged by other groups, they are not listed here. 

Marion LANGDELL, Chairman 
HELEN JANSKY 

ARTHUR RAHN 

WiLLiAM MASSEY 
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Committee on Professional and Personnel Problems 


In the absence of Meredith Bloss, the undersigned has been asked 
to prepare a report of this committee. 


The major task of the committee was the preparation of a brochure 
concerning the objectives and work of the Free Library Commission. 
Preparation of the brochure was to be based on a questionnaire, draft 
attached,* which was to have been discussed and refined by the com- 
mittee when Mr. Bloss’ illness intervened. No meeting on the draft 
questionnaire has been held. 


In the second major area of committee concern—censorship—no cases 
have been reported. 
Forrest L. Mitzs, Acting Chairman 
Mrs. OrritLA BLACKSHEAR 
Dorotuy HutH 
James MARvIN 
MEREDITH BLoss 


* It was thought best not to include the questionnaire in the Proceedings since 
it had not been discussed by the committee. 


Committee on Inexpensive Materials and Promotional Ideas 


The Committee on Inexpensive Materials has little to report for the 
Proceedings. I felt that the information I was able to gather was material 
which was listed in other library lists and would only be taking valuable 
space. I think a reference librarian would be a better chairman for such 
a committee as she would know what the general public is looking for, 
and keep closer watch for obscure material. 

Martua Petry, Chairman 
LoutsE YULE 
Mary DE JONGE 


Radio and Television Committee 


Looking back over the year’s meetings of the WLA Radio and TV 
Committee, we discovered that the workshop conducted at WTMJ-TV 
during the convention was the beginning and the end of the year’s work. 
In the beginning, we hoped that we might make a written report to 
libraries helping them to get started in radio and TV. As it turned out, 
our report was a living example of what can be done in co-operation 
with a radio-television station. 

The problem of the library dealing with a commercial station to get 
time to tell its story is an individual one. The principles offered at the 
workshop, that is, knowing your library’s role, knowing the media, and 
knowing how to get along with the station, remain to be applied in 
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individual libraries, by individual librarians, with individual station 
management. 

The concepts of programming, personality, performance, production, 
and public relations developed at the workshop were meant to be a basis 
of understanding, from which action would be a result. We of the com- 
mittee hope that action will happen, and that more libraries will strive 
to take advantage of the radio and television time that may be available 
to them in their communities. Getting into radio and TV may mean 
problems, but, to my way of thinking, solving problems is still the wavy 
to progress. 

Bruce Kanitz, Chairman 
Epwarp FrRoMM 
GERTRUDE THUROW 

Mrs. GeorcE BIWwER 
CHARLES MARKS 


Convention Manual Committee 


The Convention Manual Committee completed a “preliminary edition” 
of the Wisconsin Library Association Manual in time for distribution at 
the convention in Milwaukee. It has been mimeographed in a publica- 
tion of fourteen pages, in an edition of fifty copies. 


In the preparation of the Manual, the committee has been especially 
indebted for help to the excellent manual prepared in 1954 by the 
Illinois Library Association. A “preliminary edition” was issued in the 
belief that the experience of going through two or three more conven- 
tions, with the Manual as a guide, will enable a future manual committee 
to publish a more useful and perfect Manual. 

GerHarp B. NAESETH, Chairman 
PauL GRATKE 

WitiiaM C. Massey 

MARJORIE PERHAM 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS ON THE BALLOTS 
FOR A NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


Number 
of 
Votes Name 
81 James Marvin 
80 Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear 
66 Phyllis Bentley 
63 Margaret Orr 
63 Elizabeth Faber 
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WISCONSIN CHAPTER OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
ASSOCIATION 


Reported by Jack Baltes 
Librarian, Globe—Union, Inc. 
Program Chairman, 1955-56 


The Wisconsin Chapter of the Special Libraries Association joined 
with WLA and WLTA in their annual convention held at the Schroeder 
Hotel in Milwaukee on October 28 and 29. 

SLA cosponsored with the College and University group of WLA 
Paul Bixler, librarian of Antioch College, who spoke on “The Librarian’s 
Responsibility For Good Citizenship.” 

SLA presented a program for its members and interested public 
librarians covering two subjects of general interest to the group. Richard 
Loreck of the Milwaukee Public Library spoke on the acquisition and 
use of State and Federal Documents, showing their wide range of 
interest fields, and the many sources of information on documents. Mrs. 
Mabel Brown, research librarian of the Modine Manufacturing Company 
of Racine, spoke on their library’s single catalog system, telling how it 
was organized and developed and the reasons leading to this type of 
information listing within their library. Donald Woods, president of the 
Wisconsin Chapter, greeted the members and guests, and gave a gen- 
eral picture of the group and its activities in Wisconsin. A business 
meeting of SLA was also held, at which time the invitation extended by 
WLA to the group to join them yearly in their convention was discussed. 
The group was also asked to plan a joint meeting with the Cataloging 
Section of WLA to discuss the completed parts of the 16th edition of 
Dewey. A meeting to cover this project will be held in the near future. 


WLA Officers and Committees, 1953-55 


OFFICERS 
ene ee ees Trey meee Paul Gratke 
NOD 5 ines vitsovedihind eines vaunoees Gertrude Thurow 
I vi ksenes ban Gereuionesaeeueeesndwee Benton Wilcox 
ID 55 5655359 05 si'5 9 he ees Marjorie Perham 
IE ox hcewenseneseadovass Gertrude Plappert and H. Vail Deale 
Be IID inn 3.95955540459 5 Sybil Schuette 

COMMITTEES 


Adult Education: Gertrude Thurow, chm., Hannis Smith, Helen Terry, 
and Natalie T. Huhn 


Awards and Honors: Leila Janes, chm., Ruby Roeder, Marjorie Perham, 
Florence Hays, Ione A. Nelson 
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Federal Co-ordinator: Mrs. Kay Biwer 

Joint Committee on Certification: Rachel Schenk, chm., Mrs. Ella Veslak, 
Elizabeth Burr, Dorothy Huth, James Marvin 

Membership: Mrs. Kay Biwer, chm., Esther Friedman, Doris Moulton, 
Juanita Walker 

Public Relations (Publicity): Marion Langdell, chm., William Massey, 
Helen Jansky, Arthur Rahn 


Professional and Personnel Problems: Meredith Bloss, chm., Mrs. Orrilla 
Blackshear, Dorothy Huth, James Marvin 


State-Wide Library Service: Frances Clark, chm., Mrs. Ethel Brann, 
Peter McCormick, Robert K. Pohl 


One Trustee To Another 


The Wisconsin Library Trustees Association, meeting in convention 
at the Hotel Schroeder in Milwaukee, on Saturday, October 29, elected 
the following officers, who will take over the reins of the WLTA on 
January 1, 1956: President, Edward Fromm, Hamburg; Vice President, 
Mrs. A. H. Sommerfield, La Crosse; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. E. C. 
Roozen, Thiensville; Delegates at Large, Durward McVey, Lake Mills, 
and Jack Millard, Wauwatosa. 


Mr. Fromm, trustee of the Marathon County Library, is well known 
in library circles. He was the organizer and first president of the WLTA 
and a recipient in 1953 of the Wisconsin Library Association Library 
Trustee Citation. He has long been an ardent friend of Wisconsin 
libraries and has given much time and thought to their progress. 


Mrs. Sommerfield, trustee of the La Crosse County Library, has been 
a member of the 1955 Executive Committee of the WLTA, program 
chairman of the WLTA spring conference, and chairman of the Hostess 
Committee of the 1955 WLTA convention. 


Mrs. Roozen, trustee of the Thiensville library, is well known as the 
chairman of the Library Service Committee, which was organized to 
disseminate information about the services of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission. Both Mr. McVey and Mr. Millard are actively interested in 
library functions and policies and will prove to be valuable assets to 
the development of the WLTA. 


High Lights From The WLTA Convention 


MEMBERSHIP 


Figures revealed at the convention show that to date the Association 
has a total membership of 112, of which there are 26 institutional 
memberships, 83 individual memberships, and 3 associate members. 
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Committee Reports 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


Mrs. T. H. Nammacher, legislative chairman, gave a report on 
Federal Bill S 205, which provides funds for the development of rural 
libraries, and also a report on the Wisconsin Library Service Committee. 
This committee was organized in order to strengthen the Free Library 
Commission, and was inactivated in April, with the following recom- 
mendation: 


“It is recommended that the presidents of the Wisconsin Library 
Association and the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association take the 
initiative in forming a council of organizations interested in the develop- 
ment of library service in Wisconsin. This council should include civic, 
trade, and other groups that would provide the widest possible repre- 
sentation of the people of the State.” 


EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Fred Dykeman, education chairman, asked for suggestions from 
the trustees, both as to information and items of interest to be used 
in the “One Trustee To Another” page of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, 
and also as to what type of content and material the trustees desire to 
include in the trustee page. She explained the new home-study course for 
trustees, which is being offered by the American Library Association and 
the University of Chicago. The course is entitled How To Be A Good 
Library Board Member. It is noncredit and contains 10 lessons, which 
are based on library operation, policies, and problems. More informa- 
tion about this course, Library Science N.C. 151, can be obtained by 
writing to: 

The Home-Study Department 
The University of Chicago 
1375 East Sixtieth Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


In her annual report, Mrs. Klein called upon those trustees present 
to unite together to make the libraries a potent force in the communities 
and State, and to use “judicious self-evaluation” in their library work. 
In speaking of the responsibilities and duties of library trustees in seeing 
that the best possible books and services are available for their citizens, 
she spoke of a recent survey in Massachusetts which revealed that four 
times as much money was being spent for comic books as on all library 
budgets. Mrs. Klein’s report reflected the enthusiasm and interest which 
she has consistently shown in her duties as library trustee and president 
of the WLTA. 
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NOON LUNCHEON 


The WLTA had the pleasant privilege of being host to the WLA con- 
vention for luncheon on Saturday, October 29. The guest speaker was 
Salom Rizk of Boston, Massachusetts, author of Syrian Yankee. Mr. Rizk, 
an effective and sincere speaker, emphasized that humans are citizens 
of the world, and not just of individual nations. Patriotism, religion, 
law, and loyalty, he said, are not only national but universal. Mr. Rizk 
is a native of Kbashy, Syria, and came to this country at the age of 19 
after many homeless years of wandering in Syria. He impressed the 
audience with his love of America, and the freedoms and opportunities 
he found here. 


SENATOR LORGE 

State Senator Gerald D. Lorge, of Bear Creek, Wisconsin, gave an 
informative talk on “The Legislative Council Looks at Libraries.” He 
explained that an interim committee of the Education Committee of the 
Legislature is conducting a study of the library needs in Wisconsin. 
This interim committee will present the results of its study to the 
Legislative Council, which will in turn make recommendations to the 
Legislature. Members of the interim committee of the Education Com- 
mittee include Senator Lorge, Senator W. W. Clarke, Senator Willis 
Hutnik, Assemblyman A. Keith Hardie, Assemblyman Wm. T. Sullivan, 
and two citizens outside the Legislature who have been appointed by 
Gov. Kohler. This interim committee will avail itself of opportunities 
to become familiar with the services of libraries and to do research 
into library needs. 


DISCUSSION 


A stimulating discussion by the trustees present at the afternoon 
session followed Senator Lorge’s talk. Among the subjects discussed were 
how best to help the Legislature’s Education Committee in its study 
of the state library services, the home-study course for library trustees, 
and the problems of the city library which does not receive adequate 
financial remuneration from county residents who use its services. During 
the afternoon, trustees from Fond du Lac exhibited provocative posters 
and booklets designed to bring new and old patrons into the library. 
Samples of letters sent to Fond du Lac service clubs, urging them to use 
their library facilities, were also displayed. 

RESOLUTIONS 

The following resolutions were adopted by the members of the WLTA 
in convention: 

Resolved, That this Association urge the Legislative Council in its current 


study of library service in Wisconsin to take full cognizance of the role 
of the public library in the total educational picture, and that the secretary 
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be instructed to forward a copy of this resolution to the chairman and 
each member of the Education Committee of the Legislative Council. 

Resolved, That this Association express to the Wisconsin Library Asso- 
ciation its sincere appreciation and thanks for co-operation and help 
extended during the past year to the officers and committees of this 
Association, and that the secretary be instructed to forward a copy of 
this resolution to the president of the Wisconsin Library Association. 


BOARD TALK 

Fort Atkinson honored Book Week by holding a tea for all of the city 
schoolteachers. 

Three members of the Oshkosh Library Board and its librarian pre- 
sented a panel discussion, entitled “Know Your Library,” recently to one 
of their city’s organizations. 

The La Crosse County Library moved to temporary quarters on 
November 15. Tentative plans to house the library in either a new 
county or city-county building are being considered. 


DUES 
1956 dues of $2 may now be sent to: 
Mrs. E. C. Roozen 


Box 18, Route 2 
Thiensville, Wisconsin 


Positions Open 
PROFESSIONAL 


Extension Librarian and Children’s Assistant. Public Library, Appleton. 
Salary: $300-$380 per month, depending on qualifications. 39-hour. 
5-day week. Vacation: Four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement and social 
security. Apply to Miss Edith Rechcygl, Librarian. 


News and Announcements 


MR. BOTSFORD RESIGNS AS SECRETARY 


Mrs. Charles Veslak, chairman of the Free Library Commission, has 
announced the resignation of Walter S. Botsford from the position of 
secretary of the Commission, effective November 1, 1955. At the time of 
his resignation, Mr. Botsford was on leave of absence. He is attending 
the Graduate School of Library Service at Rutgers University. He writes 
that he is enjoying his work there. His address is 340 Cooper Lane, 
University Heights, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 


The Commission has appointed Elizabeth Burr as acting secretary. 
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A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 


The Commission has formally expressed its thanks to the Wisconsin 
Library Association for its courtesies in celebrating the Commission’s 
60th anniversary at the convention in Milwaukee in October. 


However, the editor of the Bulletin and the Commission staff feel that 
they, too, should express their appreciation. This short paragraph in no 
way substitutes for the verbal appreciation which many of us have 
already expressed, but it is placed here in the Bulletin to give our 
thanks a permanent place in the record. 


NEW FACULTY MEMBER AT LIBRARY SCHOOL 


Herbert M. Sewell joined the staff of the University Library School 
in September as associate professor. He is teaching three courses, 
Introduction to Library Materials, Introduction to Librarianship, and 
Reading Interests of Adults. Mr. Sewell received an A.M. degree in library 
science from the University of Michigan. He has had a wide variety of 
experience in study, teaching, and practice in library and related fields. 
Mr. Sewell was director of the Toledo Public Library before his appoint- 
ment to the Library School faculty. 


HAVE YOU SEEN THIS? 


The Encyclopedia Americana has placed an unusual 4-page insert 
advertisement, entitled “They Ought to Look You Up,” in major library 
publications. “They” is the public and “You” is the library profession. 


The handsomely illustrated insert consists of a paraphrase and excerpts 
from the 93-page, 103,000-word article on libraries, which has been 
wholly rewritten for the 1955 edition of The Americana. This basic 
article, which is used as text material in many library schools, was 
prepared under the editorship of Dr. Herbert S. Hirshberg and contains 
contributions from 91 leaders of the profession. Reprints of the insert 
are being used in many libraries for local public relations purposes. 


Reprints of both the insert and the article itself are available to the 
profession from the Educational Division, Encyclopedia Americana, 
2 West 45 Street, New York 36, N.Y. 


The University of Florida Libraries is offering three graduate assistant- 
ships in the academic year 1956-57 for study leading to a master or 
doctoral degree in a subject field other than library science. Graduate 
assistants work approximately 15 hours per week in the library, assisting 
in bibliographical research or library administration. 
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Stipend is $1,200 for a nine-month period, and holders of assistant- 
ships are exempt from out-of-state tuition fees. The deadline for filing 
formal application is March 31, 1956. 


Inquiries are invited, especially from librarians or students in library 
schools who are interested in advanced work in subject fields. Applica- 
tions should be made to Director of Libraries, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida. 


The ALA Council approved a resolution at the Philadelphia conference 
concerning the international celebration of the 250th anniversary of the 
birth of Benjamin Franklin, January 17, 1956, which concluded “. . . that 
ALA and libraries throughout America join in the observance . . . by 
whatever celebrations they deem appropriate for the occasion.” (ALA 
Bulletin, September 1955, p. 472) 


A number of events are planned for January and also throughout the 
year by the Franklin celebration committee and by the many organiza- 
tions co-operating in the observance. An article by Edwin Wolf, 2nd, 
“B. Franklin, Bookman,” is scheduled for the January 1956 ALA Bulletin. 


The celebration and the events provide many opportunities during 
1956 for activities, exhibits, announcements, and other publicity which 
would promote library sources in the wide variety of fields in which 
Benjamin Franklin was distinguished. A number of informative pam- 
phlets on Franklin and the celebration are available from the 250th 
Anniversary Committee, The Franklin Institute, 20th and Benjamin 
Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 


Just a Reminder! Earlier in this volume, we called your attention to the 
fact that there would be no index for Volume 51 of the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin. We are sorry that lack of funds makes this step necessary. We 
will also warn you at this point that there will be no index for Volume 
52, 1956. 


Student Librarians Workshop 


The first conference in Wisconsin for student assistants in school and 
public libraries pointing toward further interest in careers in library 
work was held on the campus of Wisconsin State College, Oshkosh, with 
the Department of Library Science as host on Friday, October 14, 1955. 
Helen Wahoski, librarian at the college, was the chairman of the 
Planning Committee. A total of 351 students and librarians were in 
attendance. 
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Featured speaker at the morning session of the conference was Nora 
E. Beust, specialist for school and children’s libraries with the U.S. Office 
of Education. In her talk on the subject, “Library Work as a Career,” 
Miss Beust commented on the important function of libraries in inform- 
ing people as an aid in preserving the American way of life. She 
elaborated on the types of library service that are available and reminded 
her listeners that the whole field of librarianship is faced with shortages. 
She pointed out that the librarian’s profession is attractive because the 
field is uncrowded, and thus a person can pick what and where he 
wants to work, it offers chances for specialization, and its salaries are 
comparable to those paid in other professions to persons who have 
similar educational backgrounds. 

Concluding the morning session was the showing of the film, “The 
Library Story.” On display were an exhibit of materials on library careers, 
planned by Elizabeth Burr from the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 
and a collection of 50 new books of particular interest to teen-agers, 
sent by A. C. McClurg and Company. 

Workshops, held in the afternoon, were designed to provide answers 
to practical problems confronting student library assistants. Mrs. Jane 
Billings, Clintonville High School librarian, conducted a discussion 
meeting concerning staff relationships among student librarians and 
between them and the librarian. 

Publicizing books and services offered by a school library was the 
topic of the workshop held under the leadership of Irene Bosman, 
librarian at Central High School, Salem. Miss Beust led a discussion 
group on preparation for careers in library science. 

Mary Meinberg, children’s librarian at the Beloit Public Library, 
headed a workshop concerned with the responsibilities of the student 
assistant in public libraries. The fifth workshop, conducted by Mrs. 
Kathryn Mahr, librarian at Hustisford Consolidated Schools, was con- 
cerned with organizing school library clubs. 


Change in Frequency of Bulletin Publication. A new plan has been set 
up for the publication of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin in an effort 
to make the best use of limited printing funds. We are proud of Volume 
51 in its resplendent paper and print. The budget will not stretch to 
cover another volume of this -kind. In fact, it will not stretch to a 
bimonthly publication. In 1956, Volume 52 will be a quarterly publica- 
tion, multilithed, 8'4 x 11 (similar to the 1954 Service Record which 
vou received a short time ago). Many of you have told us that the 
mimeographed Book Notes supplement to the Wisconsin Library Bulletin 
has been much more satisfactory to your needs. We will continue to 
publish the Book Notes bimonthly. We hope this change in our plans 
will meet your needs. 
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Summary of the Minutes of the 
Free Library Commission Meeting 
November 14, 1955 


The meeting, held in the Commission’s office in the Capitol, was 
called to order by the chairman. Present were all members of the Com- 
mission except Dr. Adolfson; Elizabeth Burr, acting secretary; and Mrs. 
Gretchen Schenk of Summerdale, Alabama, who in her capacity as a 
national library consultant was asked to meet with the Commission. 


After the minutes of the September 27 meeting were approved, the 
chairman opened discussion of the next item on the agenda, which con- 
cerned the notice of resignation received from Walter S. Botsford. 
effective as of November 1, the action to be taken in regard to the 
emergency created by the resignation, and the recruitment of the new 
secretary. Mr. Botsford’s resignation was accepted, followed by the 
appointment by Mrs. Veslak of a Selection Committee, to consist of 
Mr. Barton, who would serve as chairman, Mrs. Wulling, Mr. Watson, 
Mr. Lord, and Mr. Adolfson. 

A report was made by the acting secretary on the action of the special 
committee concerned with the executive directive to the Director of 
Purchases relative to finding space for the Traveling Library and Exten- 
sion Department outside the State Office Building. After a considera- 
tion of the various methods and arguments that should be employed, 
the special committee, Mr. Lord, chairman, and Mr. Barton, was 
instructed by the chairman to study further the matter of the transfer 
and report back to the Commission. 


The chairman then presented the recommendations of the Joint 
Certification Committee, and they were approved. 


The next matter proposed for consideration was the Legislative Council 
study to be made under Joint Resolution 24, S. Miss Burr reported that 
the Education Committee of the Legislative Committee which will make 
the library study and the study of education, authorized under 53, S., 
had been appointed and listed the members; that the WLTA had 
appointed a committee and that a similar committee was being appointed 
by WLA with requests for study materials from both groups; and that 
the WLTA committee had requested a meeting in the Commission office 
and the acting secretary had suggested to the chairman that the con- 
sultant staff meet with the committee. 


It was moved and passed that a letter of appreciation be sent to 
Paul Gratke, past president of the Association, for the organization’s 
effort in honoring the 60th anniversary of the Commision, and that letters 
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of congratulation be sent to the incoming presidents of the three associa- 
tions, WLA, WLTA, and SLA. 


Since the meetings of the Commission have always been open to the 
public and the press and organization representatives are welcome to 
attend the meetings, the motion was made and passed that this should 
have formal action by the Commission, including a directive to the 
acting secretary that a summary of the minutes be published in the 
Wisconsin Library Bulletin, with the date and place of the next meeting 
indicated. 

Following Mrs. Schenk’s discussion with the Commission of the matter 
of finding someone to replace Mr. Botsford, the suggestion was made 
that the Selection Committee invite the presidents of the three associa- 
tions-WLA, WLTA, and SLA—to meet with them at an early date, 
together with someone from the Bureau of Personnel, to discuss recruit- 
ing for the secretaryship and to acquire an understanding of the proce- 
dures by which the Commission must work in securing a replacement 
for the position. Mr. Barton, chairman of the Selection Committee, set 
the date for Friday, December 2, following the Commission meeting. 


After discussion of the time and place of the next meeting, it was 
decided that it should be a called meeting, depending upon the progress 
of the Selection Committee. 
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